IRA E. OWEN, PETERSBURG' ILL, 


Historic New Salem State Park is located 
near Petersburg on Highways 97 and 123 
about 17 miles northwest of Springfield, Illinois. 
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NEW SALEM 

In ihe (ill of ill*. James Rut'edge and John Camron 
erected homes on this hill The following .year 
they built * grist and sawmill on the Sangamon River 
just below the hill laid out the town of New Salem 
and began to sell lots The mill became so popular that the 
town grew rapidly and flourished for several .years although 
it never included more than one hundred inhabitants With 
the founding and growth of fttersburg tw© mites to the north 
and more accessibly located, its decline began When the seat 
of the new County of Menard was located ai Petersburg in 
i«».New Salem quickly passed out of existence 

Abraham Lncoln resided at New Salem from the 
summer of tlji until the spring dim supporting himsdf 
successively as der* and mill-hand, soldier in the Black Hawk 
War storekeeper, postmaster and deputy surveyor In tap he 
entered poMcs Although defeated in his first campaign for 
H* Legislature, he was elected a member of the House of 

hmetes than New Salem offered.and so remold to Sorirafield 



